Reference population: These data refer to the civilian noninstitutional population. clinical populations of elderly. 8 Research also
suggests that oncologists, patients, and r e f e r r i n g p h y s i c i a n s m a k e c a n c e r treatment decisions that may be related to c o m o r b i d i t y a n d f u n c t i o n a l status. 9 However, there is a lack of research to specifically address the impact of functional status and comorbidity on elderly cancer patients. 10 These needs were recognized by the John A.
Hartford Foundation (based in New York, N.Y.), which has spearheaded a national effort to stimulate collaborative work between geriatricians and oncologists. 11 In 1999, the Over the last two decades, considerable research has shown that although the elderly are at highest overall risk for common malignancies such as breast, colon, and cervical cancer, they are less likely to be screened and are therefore less likely to be diagnosed in early, curable stages of illness.
The elderly more commonly present with more advanced disease, and even when matched for stage of disease, they are offered fewer treatment options than those who are younger. 4 The reasons for these findings have been extensively studied and discussed. For example, the relationship between age and the biological behavior of malignancies is complex.
The role of early detection for survival is under debate for prostate cancer, but is becoming clearer for breast cancer 5, 6 ; both diseases States. While many authorities call for routine screening for dementia, it is common for patients to have had symptoms of dementia for three or more years prior to the recognition of a memory disorder. 3 It is important not to dismiss memory and behavioral changes as simply old age. A 
WELL ELDERS PROGRAM
Well elders also are a focus of care at the 
C O N T I N U I N G M E D I C A L E D U C AT I O N C A L E N D A R
Please join us on June 12 for the Third Annual Indiana Pediatric Day, a free educational event featuring talks on common issues encountered in pediatric practice. University of Chicago physicians will present practical information on a wide variety of topics including asthma, cardiac problems in young athletes, celiac disease, and more.
The event satisfies four hours of category 1 continuing medical education credit. Continental breakfast and a light lunch will be served. For more information or to register, please contact Brenda Gardner at (773) 702-0448 or send an email message to bgardner@uchospitals.edu.
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